
TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors Meeting 

September 16, 2015 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:33 P.M. at the Tarzana Community 

and Cultural Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Max Flehinger, David Garfinkle, Sandy Mittleman, Terry Saucier, and Len 

Shaffer 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Michael Povar, Stanton Saucier, Nancy Theroux and Steve Webber 

 

GUESTS:  

Dave Springer, resident on Crebs  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
Checking $1541.22, Savings $6,725.60 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT   
335 Family Memberships 

 

TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger 

Roadside weeds: Roadside weeds have been cleaned up in many areas of Tarzana including on the 

Wilbur median, along Reseda Blvd. and along Mecca.  

Bus stop on south bound Reseda: TNC’s request to move the bus stop on south bound Reseda at the 

onramp to the west bound 101 Freeway seems to have been taken seriously by the MTA. The person in 

charge of temporary removal is looking into it, as is the District 7 Director (for permanent removal).  

Converting Nestle Avenue to one way: West Valley Chief Traffic Engineer Ken Firoozmand has 

proposed converting Nestle, between Reseda and Tarzana Street, to one-way (north bound) traffic. Note 

that the street is only 20 feet wide.  He seeks the support of the community. No one from the community 

attended the TNC Transportation Committee meeting to speak to that item; the Committee voted to take 

no position. Mr. Firoozmand is still seeking community support for the change.   

Speeding on north bound Reseda: Speeding on north bound Reseda between the Country Club Lane 

(entrance to the Braemar Country Club) and Paseo Nuevo is still an issue. The DOT is very reluctant to 

place a stop sign on Reseda at the entrance to Silver Hawk. The TNC Transportation Committee has 

suggested placing a radar speed reader in the area of Silver Hawk to calm traffic.  

Freeway sign lights: Many of the lights along the freeway are burned out and dirty, making it hard to 

read the signs.  A survey was taken on the 101 from Tarzana to Calabasas to record all the lights that 

were out. The list was turned into Senator Fran Pavley’s office. The Caltrans District Director indicates 

that they will look into it.  

 

PLANNING & LAND USE/TNC - Len Shaffer/David Garfinkle 

Meeting with Andrew Pennington: Dave Garfinkle and Len Shaffer met with Andrew Pennington, 

Councilmember Blumenfield’s Planning Deputy. He indicated that their decision- making process 

considers both the neighbors’ positions and whether the items fall under the existing code.  Their bottom 

line: unless there is overwhelming reason to override it, then their decision should follow the existing 

code.   



Sign Ordinance revision: Two revisions to the current sign ordinance are currently working through 

the City process.  Version A would allow digital billboards in any commercial zone, i.e., along the 

length of Ventura Blvd.  It would also provide amnesty to any billboard that was erected without a 

permit or had violated the provisions of the permit, for instance if the billboard was permitted as one-

side but now is two-sided or whose dimensions were greater than the permit.  Version B includes minor 

revisions to the current ordinance.  We have taken a position in favor of the current ordinance in the 

past.  Dave Garfinkle noted that all billboards are an eyesore and that digital billboards are dangerous as 

they distract drivers and pedestrians. Len Shaffer noted that if a billboard is in place for at least 5 years, 

then according to State Law, it is considered permitted.  The Planning and Land Use Management 

Committee of the Council (PLUM) sent the item to the City Attorney for formal wording.  The Board 

voted to oppose Version A and support Version B. 

Beekeeping in single family zones: The City is considering an ordinance to allow beekeeping on all 

single family residential properties.  Dave Garfinkle and Len Shaffer expressed concern about the 

minimum lot size, number of hives per square foot of the lot, and closeness to neighbors.  The draft 

version of the ordinance would allow beekeeping on all lots over 2500 square feet, allow one hive per 

2500 feet of lot area, not allow hives in the front yard,  require a distance of five feet from lot side and 

rear boundaries, and require a hedge or wall between the hives and neighbors.  Len Shaffer suggested 

that the ordinance also require beekeepers to have some kind of training.  The Board voted to support 

the ordinance with additional provisions.  

Short term rentals: Short term rentals are rentals for less than 30-days of a home or a portion of the 

home. A major issue is the noise and disturbance and parking overflows that short term rentals may 

cause.  A second major issue is of owners of multiple residences or apartment buildings turning them 

into short-term rentals, thereby reducing the number of available apartments, particularly of low income 

units.  These short term rentals are changing the character of many neighborhoods.  On the plus side for 

property owners, short term rentals of the home while on vacation, or of part of the home, could be a 

source of income.  Right now City efforts on the ordinance include the requirement that you can rent out 

your property on a short-term basis as long as it is your personal residence. The Board voted to support a 

version that allows an owner to rent out their residence or a portion of the residence on a short-term 

basis (less than 30-days) but opposed short term rentals of non-owner residences or of multiple 

properties by the same owner. 

Revisions to the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance: The City Planning Department and the City 

Attorney’s Office are working on an ordinance to modify the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance 

(BMO) in accordance with the motion by Councilman Koretz to eliminate the current bonuses for 

“green construction” and articulation and to include the area of the attached garage as part of the house 

floor area.  The Board voted to support the Koretz motion and to track that the formal ordinance is 

consistent with the motion. 

5321 Crebs zone variance: There is an application to convert an existing Accessory Dwelling Unit 

(ADU) to a full second dwelling.  There are two problems: the existing ADU is larger than the 1,200 

square feet allowed under ZA Memo 120 and it is too close to the rear property line. The Tarzana 

Neighborhood Council (TNC) took a position against allowing the conversion.  This is a case where the 

Code and the neighbors are both against the application.   The Zoning Administrator’s decision is 

expected soon.   If it is approved, then there is an option to appeal the decision to the South Valley Area 

Planning Commission.  

4873 Topeka: There is an application for ZA Adjustment to allow construction of an attached garage 

that would protrude 7 feet into the 10 foot side-yard required in the RA zone.  The neighbors apparently 

support the application.  The ZA determination is due in a few days. 

Commercial to medical office: The building at 18840 Ventura has previously converted 9,000 square 

feet of the first floor from retail office space to medical office. There is now an application to convert 

6,000 square feet of the second floor.  The conversion would require 10 additional parking spaces.  



Parking for 8 bicycles reduces the needed additional spaces to 8.  The ZA approved the parking variance 

requested.  TPOA and the TNC have both opposed the variance as it will increase parking demand on 

the already overcrowded street parking in the vicinity.  TPOA filed an appeal on the case with the South 

Valley Area Planning Commission which will be heard on October 8.  A request to convert 2378 square 

feet of office space to medical has recently been filed for 18751 Ventura.  The conversion would require 

an exemption from the Ventura/Cahuenga Boulevard Specific Plan.  TPOA will track this request as it 

develops. 

5401 Vanalden lot split: An application was submitted to the ZA for a lot split of the lot fronting from 

Vanalden through to Beckford.  The proposal was to create a RA compliant lot on Vanalden and have a 

lot on Beckford that would be much smaller than the 17,500 square feet required in the RA zone.  The 

tradeoff is that the one lane portion of Beckford adjacent to the lot would be improved to a full two lane 

street.  The improvement on Beckford would also and make it safer to make a turns onto Linnet from 

Beckford and from Linnet onto Beckford.  The Tarzana Neighborhood Council supported the proposal.  

The ZA appeared sympathetic to the proposal at the hearing; a decision is expected soon. 

18529 Calvert apartment building: A request for a change of zone from RA to R3 and construction of 

a 24-unit apartment building was approved by the South Valley Area Planning Commission.  TPOA 

supported the request as the site was master planned for R3.  In addition, after a series of meetings, the 

owner agreed to reduce the proposed building to three stories from four, to reduce the height from 45 

feet to approximately 33 feet, and to eliminate west-facing balconies.   

6047 Tampa proposed wireless facility: An application has been filed for a conditional use permit to 

allow a wireless communication facility, consisting of twelve antennas, to be installed on the roof of the 

3-story office building adjacent to the Woodcrest School.  The antennas and shielding would raise the 

height of the building to 50 feet, 2 inches in lieu of the maximum 45 feet limit.  At the September 11 ZA 

hearing, TPOA and neighbors testified against the project.  The ZA appeared sympathetic to the project.  

UPDATE: The TNC voted against the project at their September 29 Board meeting.  

18404 Collins 4-story condominium project: The project has been approved by the City as it meets the 

zoning requirements and asked for no additional entitlements.  There is concern that this project will set 

a precedent for that entire area as the older apartment buildings are replaced, adding additional traffic 

and parking demands on the area. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Membership: Membership continues to decrease as the population familiar with TPOA ages.  We need 

to pursue a number of methods to generate new members, including urging members to contact 

neighbors and Tarzana friends.  

Board Member Installation The Annual Board Installation Dinner is scheduled for October12. 

Annual Town Hall Forum and June Newsletter.  Transportation was the topic of our Annual Town 

Hall Forum and a major subject of the June Newsletter. The lower attendance at the Forum may be an 

indication that the subject is not a critical issue to our membership. 

 Helicopter noise update: The helicopter noise complaint system has been operational since April.  

During that period, between 6500 and 8000 complaints have been filed each month.  You can file a 

complaint by calling 424-348-4354 or by going online to http://heli-noise-la.com.  Detailed information 

about a flight may be found and complaints may be filed at http://heli-noise-la.com/webtrak. 

  

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:48 PM 

http://heli-noise-la.com/
http://heli-noise-la.com/

